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The History Group, under the guidance of our Chair Janet Burtt, has been quietly making progress 

throughout the year with research projects and the compilation of data for the website and 

electronic database.  Ongoing projects include updating local families’ stories, gravestones 

inscriptions, Preston Crowmarsh history, WW1 and WW2 participants’ stories and assistance with 

the RAF Benson Ethos and Heritage Centre. The History Group website at 

www.bensingtonhistory.org continues to receive a regular number of hits and enquiries from as far 

away as Australia to at home on our doorstep. These enquiries generate information which can be 

added to the archive database.  

During 2018 the Group was very busy with some major projects. The first was the installation of a 

Blue Plaque on Brook Street at the corner of Old Barn Close with an interactive exhibition about 

water and wind held at the Parish Hall in June. The plaque acknowledged William Henry Dines the 

pioneering meteorologist (see more info on the Dines family on this website). A grant was received 

from Benson Parish Council and our Local District Councillors Community Budget to cover the costs 

and topped up by the Society. 

 In November the Group contributed substantially to the Parish Council and Royal British Legion’s 

event to mark the of the end of WW1 (‘A Village at Peace when the Guns Fell Silent’). The display 

depicted life at the end of the war and generated a lot of local interest and information to add to our 

database. 

The History Group is continuing to explore avenues towards storage of archives and has worked with 

the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery Team and Parish Council on this. The Group is fully supported by 

The Bensington Society as a sub-group and is grateful to the members for that ongoing support. If 

anybody has anything they wish to offer in the way of research material or information or would like 

to join us to be more involved, please contact Sue Brown (History Group Secretary) on 01491 837885 

or Bensingtonhistory@gmail.com 
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